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HISTORY 225/225W
EUROPE AND THE GREAT WAR
Spring 2025
M/W 10:25-11:40
Bausch & Lomb 270
“My subject is War, and the pity of War”

--Wilfred Owen (1893-1918)
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This course is an introduction to the history of Europe during the First World War. Our focus, I should say at the outset, is not exclusively, nor even mainly military. What Europeans called (and still call) the Great War was an event of momentous cultural, political, economic, and psychological consequence: the tragic opening act of the twentieth century in all its varied aspects. As we go over the course of the war itself, therefore, we will also attend carefully throughout the semester to the effects of the war on European society and consciousness. The syllabus reflects my own background in Western European history, but not to the complete exclusion of the equally traumatic and portentous war in the East and worldwide.
The course meets every Monday and Wednesday at 10:25 for lecture-discussions and some documentary films. I expect students to come to class regularly and wakefully and to fulfill all other course requirements as defined below. Note that your regular attendance and participation in the class will account for 30% of your final course grade. 
The following books are required and available for purchase at the River Campus Bookstore (or on Amazon, etc). I urge everyone to acquire them, mark them up, and have them in your hand as we discuss them. You will not find them online, and even if you did, you would not get much out of them if you tried to read them that way. Get these books and read them the old-fashioned way!
Peter Englund, The Beauty and the Sorrow: An Intimate History of the First

World War


Susan R. Grayzel, ed., The First World War: A Brief History with Documents (2nd ed.)


Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front
There will be additional reading from time to time in the form of short handouts or Blackboard postings as we go along. Please pay attention to all course announcements! And bring the little Grayzel book to class every day as we will frequently refer to the documents it contains. For those feeling the need for a short and insightful introduction to the history of the First World War, I recommend Michael Howard, The First World War: A Very Short Introduction, readily available online. Another book that I will assign often is Modris Eksteins, Rites of Spring: The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age (1989). I will post the assigned chapters on Blackboard. But those of you who hate reading that way as much as I do may want to buy this book as well. 
Instructor:







Stewart Weaver







Department of History






Rush Rhees 368








585-275-9348 










stewart.weaver@rochester.edu




Office Hours: Tuesday 2-4 and by appt.

Teaching Assistant: Kerida Plaza, Department of History: kerida.plaza@rochester.edu


Course Requirements (225):
1.  Regular class attendance, course readings, and discussion participation (30%)
2.  Six short (2-3 page) written responses to the assigned reading for each part of the course, due on the dates of discussions indicated below (30%)

3.  One 12-15 page final research paper, due at 5 pm on Friday, May 9 (40%)

Course Requirements: (225W):

1. Regular class attendance, course reading, and discussion participation (30%)

2.  Six short (2-3 page) written responses to the assigned reading for each part of the course, due on the dates of discussion indicated below (30%)

3. One 15 to 20-page final research paper in two drafts. First draft due on Friday, May 2. Final draft due on Friday, May 9 (40%)  
A note on the final research paper:

For the final paper for this class, each student will study and research one (or possibly two) of the characters featured in Peter Englund’s The Beauty and the Sorrow: An Intimate History of the First World War. The purpose of the paper is to deepen our understanding of that experience of the war. If, in other words, your character is Florence Farmborough, the English nurse in the Russian army, your job will be to find primary and secondary sources having to do with her experience. They could range from her own diary (which was published in London in 1977) to anything having to do with nursing, the Russian army, the Eastern Front, Englishmen and women fighting with the Russians, etc. If, for another example, your character is Elfriede Kuhr, the twelve-year-old German schoolgirl, your job will be to find sources having to do with childhood or the German home front or education or young romance and so forth. You will of course have Englund’s book at your disposal, but you will also need to go beyond that source and find sources of your own for the purposes of a final paper on a topic of your own devising suggested by your character. 
Internet Resources:

The centenary of the First World War from 2014 to 2018 spawned an enormous amount of digital activity. The number of web sites devoted to the war is huge and growing rapidly. A few sites that may be particularly helpful to students in this course are:
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/first-world-war/ (British National Archives)
http://www.1914.org (Imperial War Museum)

https://encyclopedia.1914-1918-online.net (International Encyclopedia of the First World War)
http://www.firstworldwar.com/index.htm 
http://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/military/ww1.html (US Nat’l Archives)

http://www.bbc.com/history/0/ww1/ (BBC)
http://www.europeana1914-1918.eu/en (Federal Republic of Germany)

http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one (British Library)
That said, I still believe in historical research the old-fashioned way (that is, in libraries, archives, and printed books), and I encourage all students when writing research papers to confer with me and with Lara Nicosia, the History subject librarian in Rush Rhees Library, about their topics as early as possible. 

Statement regarding credit hours:

The College’s credit hour policy on undergraduate courses is to award 4 credit hours for courses that meet for the equivalent of 3 periods of 50 minutes each week.  Students enrolled in HIST 289/289W are expected to devote at least one hour each week outside of class to analyzing the course readings, working alone or in groups, and to researching in depth their topics for the final paper.
General course policies:
 
Students with disabilities: 
The University of Rochester respects and welcomes students of all backgrounds and abilities. In the event you encounter any barrier(s) to full participation in this course due to the impact of disability, please contact the Office of Disability Resources. The access coordinators in the Office of Disability Resources can meet with you to discuss the barriers you are experiencing and explain the eligibility process for establishing academic accommodations. You can reach the Office of Disability Resources at: disability@rochester.edu; (585) 276-5075; Taylor Hall.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me as well.
 
Classroom etiquette:
Please turn off cell phones or set them to a silent alert.  Do not take them out in class unless instructed to do so. Do not surf on your laptop, please. In the rare event you must enter late or leave class early, please let either Kerida or I know why in advance.
 
Academic honesty:
All assignments and activities associated with this course must be performed in accordance with the University of Rochester’s Academic Honesty Policy.  Cheating and plagiarism (including unauthorized or inappropriate use of AI search engines) are serious offenses and will be treated as such. Anyone who engages in such activities will be turned over to the College Board on Academic Honesty for disciplinary action, as outlined at http://www.rochester.edu/College/honesty/.  For helpful discussions of plagiarism (including subtle instances), see the American Historical Association’s “Defining Plagiarism,” https://www.historians.org/teaching-and-learning/teaching-resources-for-historians/plagiarism-curricular-materials-for-history-instructors/defining-plagiarism
Land Acknowledgement:

The River Campus of the University of Rochester lies within the historic homeland of the Seneca Nation, a member of the Haudenosaunee Six Nations Confederacy. It is covered by the 1794 Treaty of Canandaigua, between the United States Government and the Six Nations Confederacy, which affirmed Haudenosaunee land rights and sovereignty in the State of New York. Today, this region is still home to the Haudenosaunee people, and we are grateful for the opportunity to live, work, and share ideas in this territory.
Class Schedule

This is a tentative class schedule as of the start of the semester. I reserve the right to make changes to this schedule and to tweak the reading assignments as needed as we go along. The only way to stay on top of the schedule is to come to class regularly and to pay attention to any e-mails and announcements coming from me. And remember that the first Friday of the semester, January 24, has somehow magically turned into a Monday. We WILL meet at the regular time on that day. 
Prologue
Jan. 22

Introduction: Europe and the Great War
Jan. 24

Europe in the Nineteenth Century. (“Rochester Monday”)
Jan. 27

The Road to Sarajevo



Jan. 29
*
Discussion: Rites of Spring



(Response #1 due)
Reading: Modris Eksteins, Rites of Spring: The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age, Chapter II, “Berlin” (pp. 55-94; Blackboard); Susan Grayzel, ed., The First World War, Ch. 1, “Origins” (pp. 44-55).
Part I: 1914
Feb. 3

The Guns of August
Feb. 5

Propaganda and War
Feb. 10
Silent Night: The Christmas Truce of 1914

Feb. 12 *
Discussion: 1914 and the Christmas Truce 

(Response #2 Due)
Reading: Peter Englund, The Beauty and the Sorrow: An Intimate History of the First World War, pp. 1-72 (1914); Eksteins, Rites of Spring, ch. III, “In Flanders Fields” (pp. 95-135; Blackboard)

Part II: 1915
Feb. 17
Total War     


Feb. 19
Women and War
Feb. 24
The Clash of Empires


Feb. 26
The Great War in Africa & the Pacific
Mar. 3

Gallipoli & Armenia
Mar. 5
*
Discussion: The Beauty and the Sorrow (1915)
(Response #3 Due)
Reading: Englund, The Beauty and the Sorrow, pp. 73-200 (1915); selected documents from Grayzel, ed., The First World War, TBA. 
March 8-16
Spring. Break
Part III: 1916
Mar. 17
The Price of Glory
Mar. 19
The Art & Poetry of War



Mar. 24
Reason and Madness
Mar. 26 *
Discussion: Beauty and the Sorrow (1916) & Rites of Spring.   (Response # 4 due)
Reading: Englund, The Beauty and the Sorrow, pp. 201-314 (1916); Eksteins, Rites of Spring, chs. IV and V (pp. 140-191; Blackboard). 

Part IV: 1917
Mar. 31
The Revolt in the Desert
Apr 2

Over Here



April 7

Film: 1917 (Part I)
April 9

The Great War and the Russian Revolution (Kerida Plaza)

April 14
Film: 1917 (Part II)

April 16 *
Discussion: The Beauty and the Sorrow (1917)

(Response # 5 due)
Reading: Englund, The Beauty and the Sorrow, pp. 315-429 (1917); selected documents from Grayzel, ed., The First World War, TBA. 
Part V: 1918
April 21
Armageddon
April 23
The Peace to End All Peace
April 28
Memory and Mourning



April 30 *
All Quiet on the Western Front


 (Response # 6 due)



Reading: Englund, The Beauty and the Sorrow, pp. 421-506 (1918); Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front (1928) 
* Friday, May 9: Final Paper Due on Blackboard by 5 pm *
